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Dixon Hawke’s Case Book—No. 16

“Tommy told me that their clerk
\ phoned him saying that you hadn’t
s arrived there, and that they’d waited
(! fiore than an hour for you !’ .
il Hawke wasted no time on argu-
i ment. He phoned the solicitors, and
the clerk Promptly denied having
wade any call to the detective’s flat
| that morning, The exchange then
14 confirmed the call which had been of
received from Tommy., M‘Phinney
and Hawke went to the public
booth at the end of Dover Street,
where they were lucky enough to
‘ find a loiterer who had ‘seen Tommy mno Tommy left to Post to you.”
' enter a taxi shortly before 11.30), “You wouldn’t dare |’ snapped
‘ There the trail petered out, Hawke.
( “ Jackdaw?”’ Hawke repeated the “My dear old sleuth,
i fame on return to Dover Street,
E He was showing M‘Phinney the
“ impudent letter he had received that
morning, when the phone rang again,
“ A little black bird whispering in
your ear, Hawke—a Jackdaw,”
announced a laughing voice. “ Don’t
bother to get the exchange to tell
you where I'm speaking from. It ig
a call-box at King’s Cross, and T
shall be away long hefore you can
get over here. I am ready for your
i subseription, and I am afraid I find
i that the cost of feathering a nest hag
risen. I find I shall want five thou-
' sand pounds from you ! All in pound
' | notes, Hawke.”
©  “And what makes you think I'll
‘|  give you five thousand . pounds?”
! demanded the detective, -
ki "' The fact that I am sure your
Il assistant— the inimitable Tomm
| Burke—is worth all that to you,”
came the retort. Fommy is in my
nest, Hawke. - He is not very com-  window,
fortable, I am afraid; for he is tjed ** Just remember, Hawke, don’
to & bedstead and gagged. Algo, if try any furny business | Jackdaw’s

8

although I hate violence,
funds, My partner,
gentleman . known ag
needs funds, and he doesn’t share m
dislike of violence, '

don’t get the money

there’s

nothing Killer wouldn’t do, to collect

funds, 80 you'd better Listen hard to
what I have to say.”

A Business Deal

to put the notes into g case
and take them to the Wystbourne-
Wellsea cross-roads on Wystbourne

of London—at g quarter to twelve
that night,

“ Wait at the cross-roads until g,
car stops there. I shall switch my
lights off and then on again,”
explained Jackdaw, Incidentally,
the car will be g London one, which
Killer collected for our use thig
morning.  You will come acrosg to
the car alone, Hawke, and hand the
case with the notes in through the
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Yyou don’t do whst I went, Hawke,
he will be even less comfortable, for,

I need

If T don’t ge}t,-
that five thousand to-night, Killep
Proposes to chop off the right hand

your right-hand man, Hawke, and |
deliver it to you in g parcel. If we
to-morrow,
you'll get his left hand ; and so on,ad |
infinitum—or rather, until there is §

nothing I wouldn’t dare, and there’s

. ERY ocurt now, the smooth
voice instructed the detective

Common—about 20 miles South-east
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is only one way of handling this



