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   “We first noticed the lady, last Spring. She appeared
   weekly, with no pram or baby and always avoided
   talking to anyone. Then at the start of Autumn we
   didn’t see her anymore. We thought no more about it.”

    “And then this Spring she re-appeared, with her own
    child in a pram.  Looking as pleased as all mothers are
    with their new off spring. We called her ‘Proud Mother’ ”

   “As last Spring, the lady
   wouldn’t engage in any
   conversation, nor allow
   anyone too close to her
   baby or the pram. All we
   could see was the top of
   her baby’s head.”

   “We couldn’t understand this. Some of the mothers
   felt she was being over protective, others as though
   she thought that we might be carrying a disease that
   might infect her child.”

    “Then a few days ago, the
    lady had stepped away from
    her pram for a few moments.
    And at that moment a gust of
    wind pushed the pram into
    the road. And you know the
    outcome from that.”

   No baby.
 Just a bear.
 A toy bear.

             “We haven’t
         seen the lady since
     that day. Are you going
            to investigate?

Investigate
    what? It’s not a crime to
     push a pram with a teddy
                  bear in it.

  Note - pages 826 and 827 are based on the short story Proud Mother by Thomas Burke.


