10 The challenge that Tom Smiley cannot refuse—
even though it could end in his death!

Meantime, news of Tom’s victory circulated amongst

In the early 19th century. it was discovered that Tom Smiley was the sén the gypsios—

of a gypsy called Bucke and not the old schoolmaster’s son. He was forced

to leave his teaching post at Hyckam St Mary and joined the Bucko tribe.

Because Tom bore the mark of Zaphrom—the sign of a gréat gypsy leader

——ha aroused the jaalousy of the rascally Black Tovar and his tribe. Black

Tovar was also suspected of killing Tom’s gypsy father. Now, as Tom
recovered from a knife battle—
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THEY SAY HE BEARS THE MARK OF
ZAPHROM. THE SIGN OF A GREAT

: % \ T LEADER. & T
THE WOUND BY DANCING JACK’S KNIFE -
PROGRESSES WELL, TOM, BUT *TWILL BE A | |
WEEK OR TWO BEFORE IT IS FULLY HEALED. 1 ;
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AYE, AND HE BEAT
DANCING JACKAT HIS

P T OWN GAME. I
#
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DEEPER THAN1
THOUGHT.

WHEN HE BEATS MY SON MATHEW, HERE—
THE STRONGEST SWIMMER IN THE AREA—
ACROSS THE MULO’S CAULDRON, THEN WILL
BE THE TIME TO TALK!

J{1, BLACK TOVAR, WILL HEAR NO MORE OF &=
' THIS STUPID TALK! THE SIGN OF ZAPHROM
JS A MYTH. THE TEACHER HAS BEEN LUCKY,

THATIS ALL! i N“R

IE.

WE MUST CHALLENGE )
HIM QUICKLY, WHAT A PITY
FATHER, BEFORE HIS DANCING JACK'S
T SHOULDER HAS KNIFE DIDNOT FIND
HEALED. HIS HEART!

THATWE WILL. BUT

A day or two htar—

TOM BUCKO? BLACK TOVAR'S SON

VERY WELL. I SHIRK
A NOTHING FROM THE

CHALLENGES YOU TO A RACE ACROSS THE

MULO’S CAULDRON. ITMUST BEWITHIN A4 TOVARS.
FEW DAYS AS THEY LEAVE THE DISTRICT l
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